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Bear released a statement this morning that it will be closing by the
end of the year. Kids could be out of a job as of Sunday, February
20th. The statement didn't mention whether there are plans to move
the company's current location in Westfield, Indiana to the Twin
Cities area. UPDATE: Build-A-Bear announced on Facebook this
morning that they're hiring more than 500 new employees before
the end of 2013. While the date is still in doubt, any day now we
could start hearing news of some way for people to keep their
existing Bear. My personal favorite is the "Elaborate Bear" or "Babes
in Town". A grand-scale model of a Bear that they build in your own
home, dressed up to your own particular specifications (such as
adding a Sesame Street character head) and shipped to your front
door. Essentially, you'd be in direct competition with Hobby Lobby,
which just did a multimillion-dollar acquisition of The RealReal, a
company that stocks and ships miniature versions of real items like
houses and cars. Personally, | think the best solution is to move the
company's current location to the Twin Cities. It's a much more
predictable employment situation. However, that's also a move that
would probably mean a whole new set of leadership, and it isn't as
easy as just moving the company. The company itself hasn't even
announced yet what their plans for move might be, but if all they
need is more employees, the easiest way for them to scale their
company is to hire more people. According to their Facebook post,
they're already looking for experienced people with a passion for
retail and for making other people's wishes come true, with no
mention of needing to move or change the company's leadership.
My best guess is that, if they do move, it will probably be to their
existing headquarters in Westfield, Indiana where they could stay in
the area. They could use the existing plants, offices and all the
equipment there. Then, once they get their new people in place,
they
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