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Foundation) - U.N. reform must take place in the next few years if the
world is to be able to prevent more than 200 million landmines from being
left in the ground, a report released on Thursday said. The U.N. Landmine
Action Initiative report urged more government support for disarmament

and demining of mined areas and better training and coordination of
current mine action efforts. About 52 million anti-personnel mines are
thought to be around the world. “We are losing years from lives lost or

maimed from disease due to mines,” said Robert Fowler, the study’s lead
author and director of the U.N. Landmine Action Programme. “But the

great thing about mine action is we can recover from it. By breaking the
silence around the issue, people come together in solidarity to clear

mines.” At least 40,000 deaths and maiming have been linked to mined
areas. “We need to take up the challenge as the world’s largest

humanitarian crisis by endangering lives, health, livelihoods and the
environment,” Fowler said. “The time to act is now.” The report’s analysis
of government and private sector data showed that more than half of the
world’s land mines have yet to be cleared. Last year’s report, ‘Hidden and

Lost’, said that more than 200 million land mines are lying around the
world. “The world should have spent a large part of the last decade and a

half building on the achievements of the last decade,” said Fowler. “It
needs to work harder and to do
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