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the study findings would also be strengthened by quantifying the impact
of itn misuse on the environment and human health. the future research

should quantify the impact of itn misuse on people and the
environment, although it will not be easy to quantify such impacts as
they are likely to be very difficult to measure and there are no clear

indicators of misuse of itns for fishing. this is the case even in the study
area, where some fgd participants mentioned that the misuse of itns for

fishing was a common practice and even some community leaders
admitted that they knew of others who used itns for fishing.

nonetheless, the information is valuable because it highlights the
negative impact of the misuse of itns for fishing and more importantly,
it points to the need for more research on this topic. to avoid this, it is
important that malawi and other countries address, in the short and

longer term, the problem of itn misuse for fishing, and fisheries. in the
short term, this could include encouraging fishing communities to cease
using itns for fishing, and engaging with them to find alternative means

of improving household food security and meeting their nutritional
needs. in the longer term, the development of alternative livelihoods,
such as aquaculture, would be beneficial, both to the fishers and their
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communities. the sustainability and effectiveness of itns are only as
strong as their distribution, and the status of nets themselves. how the

nets are distributed is therefore crucial, as well as the ability of
distribution schemes to ensure nets are maintained and repaired. the

ability of distribution schemes to ensure nets are maintained and
repaired is thus an important element in ensuring their effective and

sustainable delivery. however, evidence also suggests that the
sustainability of itn distribution schemes may be waning. the process of
distribution is only as effective as the systems and processes in place to

deliver them. in this sense, the poor distribution and maintenance of
itns by nmcps and communities is a serious concern.
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the most popular reason for selling itns was to feed family members.
study participants were aware that mosquitoes were responsible for

malaria, and that it was their responsibility to protect themselves and
their families. despite the fact that anopheles arabiensis, the primary
malaria vector in the study sites, feeds largely at night, participants
stated that they used itns during the day as well. study participants

were aware that mosquitoes were responsible for malaria, and that it
was their responsibility to protect themselves and their families. many

believed that they should not use itns for fishing because they would die
if they were bitten, especially during the day when mosquitoes are

active. study participants said that if they used an itn for fishing, they
risked getting malaria or the encephalitis syndrome which may lead to
death. to our knowledge, this is the first study to highlight the need for
future studies on the misuse of itns in tanzania and elsewhere in sub-

saharan africa, and among members of key groups in tanzania. further
studies are needed to characterize the social and cultural drivers of

such misuse. in particular, there is a need for qualitative and
quantitative studies exploring social and cultural drivers of itn misuse in

tanzania and elsewhere. addressing the misuse of itns for fishing is
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essential to mitigate its adverse effects on people, especially vulnerable
groups such as pregnant women, children, the elderly, and people with

disabilities. maintaining the health of people will ultimately lead to a
healthier and safer ecosystem. 5ec8ef588b
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