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in terms of gender, women comprise 43 percent of the virtual life-sentenced population and 41 percent of the overall virtual life-sentenced population. however, the percentage
of women serving life sentences is much lower, at 29 percent. while women make up the vast majority of the virtual life-sentenced population, they are overrepresented in lwp
and Iwop sentences, comprising 47 percent of the lwop population and 59 percent of the Ilwp population. most virtual life sentences were originally imposed under the
indeterminate sentencing system, where a defendant is not sentenced to a specific number of years. instead, the court sets a maximum term and, at the end of the term, the
court automatically revokes probation and resentences the defendant for the remainder of the statutory maximum. in most states, the length of the maximum possible sentence
is determined by the severity of the offense or the defendant’s criminal history. the states with the highest rates of virtual life sentences are florida, maryland, and texas, with
3.1, 2.6, and 2.0 percent of prisoners serving virtual life, respectively. the states with the lowest rates of virtual life sentences are new hampshire, south dakota, and wyoming,
with 0.3, 0.6, and 0.9 percent of prisoners serving virtual life, respectively. the majority of life sentences were originally imposed for violent crimes. in the united states, violent
crimes are most commonly classified as murder, non-negligent manslaughter, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, and burglary. the states with the highest rates of virtual life
sentences for these offenses are florida, maryland, and texas. these three states, which also have the highest rates of Iwop sentences, have 8.3, 7.8, and 7.6 percent of the states
overall prison population serving virtual life sentences. the states with the lowest rates of virtual life sentences for these offenses are vermont, new hampshire, and wyoming,
with 0.7, 0.4, and 0.3 percent of prisoners serving virtual life, respectively.
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the next section of the report describes virtual life sentences in the u.s.
in the context of international trends, examining the number of virtual
life sentences in comparison to other countries. in this section, virtual
life sentences are defined as life sentences of less than 50 years. the

most striking long-term trend in the use of life sentences in the
americas is the steady increase over the last 35 years in the use of life
sentences. in 1980, there were 5,673 prisoners serving life sentences.

this number had risen to 6,105 in 1985, 7,355 in 1990, 8,927 in 1995,
12,063 in 2000, 17,737 in 2005, 23,857 in 2008, and 26,884 in 2012.

28) the latest available data on the life and virtual life-sentenced
population in 2016 shows that the number of prisoners serving life
sentences has increased to 26,884. this is a 13 percent increase from
2015. 47) table 1: sentencing and prison statistics, 1980 to 2016,
united states and the americas. the distribution of life sentences in
america is not as consistent as that of the virtual life-sentenced
population. the states with the smallest fractions of prisoners serving
virtual life sentences are new jersey, new mexico, vermont, and
washington. they represent less than 2 percent of the states overall
prison population. at the same time, the states with the largest shares
of prisoners serving virtual life sentences are california, new york,
florida, and texas, representing over five percent of the overall prison
population. 5ec8ef588b
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